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The Australia-supported Solomon Islands Infrastructure Program is working with 
government and industry to strengthen the safety and resilience of infrastructure 
across Solomon Islands. 
 
Through targeted workshops with local construction contractors and government 
agencies, participants engaged in practical demonstrations of national social and 
environmental safeguard requirements, alongside best practice approaches to 
climate and disaster-resilient infrastructure design and delivery. 
 
Australian Acting High Commissioner, Andrew Schloeffel, said strong cooperation 
across policy, industry and project sites was already delivering more resilient 
infrastructure outcomes. 
 
“Cyclone Maila demonstrated once again the devastating impact of climate and 
natural disasters on Solomon Islands schools, clinics and roads,” Acting High 
Commissioner Schloeffel said. 
 
“Careful safeguards management, combined with effective planning, design and 
construction, helps keep workers and communities safe during delivery—and 
ensures infrastructure can better withstand the impacts of a changing climate.” 
 
The workshops focused on Solomon Islands regulatory requirements, contractor 
responsibilities, environmental management, risk assessment, and preparedness for 
natural disasters and unexpected incidents. 
 
These principles are already being applied across Australian-supported 
infrastructure projects, with markets, including Gizo, Buala, Seghe and Malu’u, 
designed to withstand Category 5 cyclones and equipped with large water storage 
capacity to support communities during shortages. Similarly, the recently completed 
Naha Birthing and Urban Health Centre also incorporates climate-smart and 
disaster-resilient features, designed to withstand flooding, fire and earthquakes while 



maintaining patient comfort through passive cooling—reducing reliance on costly air 
conditioning. 
 
Acting High Commissioner Schloeffel said embedding climate and disaster resilience 
from the outset reduces delays, lowers long-term costs, and extends the lifespan of 
infrastructure. 
 
“Through the Solomon Islands Infrastructure Program and other Australian 
investments, we are working with government and industry to set a new benchmark 
for planning, building and maintaining infrastructure that keeps people safe and 
serves communities for longer,” Acting High Commissioner Schloeffel said. 
 
“Ultimately, this partnership is about building better infrastructure while protecting the 
communities and environments it supports.” 
 
The Australia–Solomon Islands Partnership continues to strengthen skills and 
promote safer infrastructure practices, delivering long-term benefits for communities 
across Solomon Islands. 
 
Companies can register for free industry training opportunities at www.siip.com.sb 
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Photo 1- Australia continues to work with government and the local construction 
sector to improve the quality of infrastructure developments in Solomon Islands – 
Second Secretary for Infrastructure, Thomas Hayes opens the workshop.  

http://www.siip.com.sb/


 
 

 
Photo 2 – Managing risks across infrastructure lifecycle will improve the life and 
quality infrastructure developments in Solomon Islands.  
 

 
Photo 3 – James Kilma from Sone Constructions during the industry training 



 
 

 
Photo 4 – Participants from across Solomon Islands Government agencies and 
state-owned enterprises 
 
 

 
Photo 5 – Participants from Solomon Islands’ construction sector. 
 



 
Photo 6 - Buala Market has been built to withstand category 5 cyclones, and 
together with a protective sea wall will significantly increase the life of the 
market. 
 
 



 
Photo 7 - The soon to open Naha Birthing and Urban Health Centre has been 
designed to withstand and respond to natural disasters, and keep patients 
cool on hot days without expensive air conditioning. 
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